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 Happy Spring! 

 

We have had a great response to our first 

newsletter of the year.   

 

As I mentioned in my last post, I would be asking 

something from you each month.  We now have 

over 50 members but we still need more.  This 

time I ask that you talk to someone in your office 

or one of your college friends.  Remember all 

those times working hard late in the classroom 

trying to finish a project?  Reach out to one of 

those friends and ask them if they have joined.  If 

not, encourage them to do so.    

 

As you continue to read the newsletter, you will 

see there is a considerable amount of activity 

going on in the nation that affects our future. 

Please pass it along to your fellow designers.   

 

See you at the garage sale! 

Marlene Knight- co-chair IDCN 

 

 

Legislative Updates in other 
states 

Florida…The commercial portion of the 

interior design practice act has been 

upheld in the courts; the practice act 

does not apply to residential interior 

design or the use of the words "interior 

designer". 

 

Virginia…Bill 1265 passed that 

recognizes interior design as a 

separate and distinct profession on 

equal footing with architects, 

engineers, and other design 

professionals. 

 

Visit us on Facebook for more  

information and exciting photos of  

Events with IDCN 

 

Perspective from a New Professional 
 

May 18, 2010 marks the one year anniversary of 

when I transitioned from a student to a professional 

working in “the real world”. In my short journey, I have 

encountered a variety of unknown territories in the 

design field, learning new things at each stop along 

the way. Specifically, I would have never thought that 

I would have the opportunity to visit a variety of 

factory headquarters and speak with the individuals 

directly involved with their product design, like I have 

recently done. Through these visits I have learned a 

lot about the research and studies that go into 

creating a universally designed environment. These 

visits have directly influenced my knowledge of the 

interior environment and how I, as an interior 

designer, have the ability and the knowledge to 

specify products that respond to the differences in 

social, cultural, religious, gender, or physical abilities 

of those that are, or will be, utilizing the space. With 

the help of legislation, we can ensure that anyone 

involved in the design and specification of the interior 

environment have the qualifications to create a space 

that is usable and functional by all people, to the 

greatest extent possible, without the need for 

specialization. 

-Victoria Jordan 
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The “Watchdog” section featured in each newsletter 

will inform you of current legislative actions, both 

national and local, that could affect our profession. 

If you hire contractors or subcontractors (selecting, 
managing, paying) to renovate, to paint, or in any way 
ask them to disturb more than 6 square feet of a pre-
1978 home or other child-occupied facilities BE AWARE 
that as of April 22, 2010, they need to be certified by the 
EPA in Lead Safe Work Practices.  This is called the 
Lead Renovation, Repair and Repainting Rule.  Failure to 
do so can result in $37,500 fines PER DAY.  Contractors 
in Omaha will not be able to pull a permit beginning April 
22 without showing that certification.  If you as a Designer 
hire (or are getting paid in some way) them without 
concrete knowledge of the certification, you can also be 
fined that same amount.  If you let the homeowner or 
contractor hire those sub-contractors without 
reimbursement you are not liable.  That is a quote from 
the instructor from Midwest Training who teaches and 
certifies for this rule.   Following are some highlights. 

Anyone working in pre-1978 homes or other child-
occupied facilities will need to follow the EPA's new 
regulations.  

 Before the project starts, you have to hand out the 
new EPA lead paint brochure, "Renovate Right: 
Important Lead Hazard Information for Families, 
Child Care Providers, and Schools." (You should 
have been doing this since December 2008.) 

 The company you hire must be certified by the EPA 
to work in homes with lead paint. It costs $300, and 
contractors can apply on the EPA's Web site at 
http://epa.gov/lead/pubs/firmapp.pdf. There is 
currently a 90-day wait to get approval back from 
the EPA. 

 At least one person with the firm you hire has to 
take an EPA-approved eight-hour course in lead-
safe renovation practices. A full list of providers is 
listed at 
http://epa.gov/lead/pubs/trainingproviders.htm. 

 For every project in a pre-1978 home, the 
contractor must  follow the EPA's lead-safe work 
practices, which include posting warning signs for 
occupants and proper cleaning and isolation of the 
work area. The full regulations are available at 
www.epa.gov/lead/pubs/renovation.htm. 

 The contractor needs to keep records for three 
years that show  the regulations were followed, 
including proof of delivery of the "Renovate Right" 
pamphlet, documentation of work practices and 
proof of training and certification.  This is for your 
contractor but it is a good idea for you to protect 
yourself in like manner.       
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Upcoming Events 

Designers Garage Sale 

-Late Spring 

-Sheppard Business Interiors to host event 

-Start collection items for sale 

Conference Booth at Synergy, May 13th 

-Come talk with us and hear about the latest           

  legislative efforts in Nebraska 

Halloween Party, October 2010 

 

 

 

 An additional word of caution; currently there is a 
shortage of certified contractors with huge backlogs of 
classroom openings.  Although the EPA and the Federal 
Government has mandated this on April 22, 2010, they 
have not publicized it to the public and that push is not 
scheduled until July.  This will result in some contractors 
not willing to work in these projects and other contractors 
willing to take a gamble on not getting caught as it will 
obviously raise prices for renovations.  That is until it’s 
publicized that the first project manager/contractors is 
levied that horrendous fine.                                    
 Iowa is one of the few states that has decided to 
self certify lead paint contractors on the state level.  They 
also have shortages of those that have been certified as 
they haven’t even written their criteria yet. At this point, 
those certified through other states can use that 
certification in Iowa.  It’s our government at work.                                               

-Anita Wiechman- co-chair IDCN 
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